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Building  True  Security  hy  Meeting  Human  Needs 


The  following  statement  was  approved  by  the  FCNL 
General  Committee  on  November  10,  2002 

As  members  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends 
(Quakers),  we  are  called  to  witness  to  God's  love 
for  every  human  being;  to  speak  out  against 
violence,  war,  and  inequality;  and  to  articulate 
their  alternatives.  We  join  with  all  those  who  seek 
to  build  a  world  that  honors  the  potential  of  every 
individual,  promotes  freedom  and  democracy,  and 
preserves  the  environment  for  future  generations. 

After  the  tragedy  of  September  11, 2001,  there  was 
a  moment  of  unity  that  offered  a  chance  to  plant 
the  seeds  of  such  a  world.  We  have  watched  in 
anguish  as  our  government  squandered  this 
opportunity  and  chose  instead  to  respond  to  the 
violence  with  more  violence.  We  have  seen  the 
rhetoric  of  "security"  used  to  justify  the  erosion  of 
civil  liberties,  cuts  in  social  programs,  and  an 
increase  in  military  spending.  If  our  nation 
continues  on  this  pad\,  it  will  undermine  true 
security  and  increase  the  likelihood  of  future 
suffering  and  conflict. 

Today,  as  the  Administration  presses  toward 
military  action,  we  unite  behind  the  priority  of 
preventing  this  war.  Further,  we  believe  that  the 
cause  of  true  global  security  is  better  served  by 
investing  in  meeting  human  needs  rather  than  in 
military  might.  In  the  current  climate,  such  needs 
are  becoming  a  forgotten  agenda,  eclipsed  by  the 
threat  of  a  permanent  war  economy. 

We  therefore  call  on  the  Bush  Administration, 
members  of  Congress,  and  the  American  people  to 
commit  to  policies  that  lead  to  true  security  and 
away  from  fear,  hate,  and  war.  Such  policies 
would  include  efforts  to: 


■  Ensure  affordable  housing,  educational 
opportunity,  universal  health  care,  a  living 
wage,  and  food  for  the  hungry; 

■  Support  affirmative  action,  progressive 
taxation,  social  security,  welfare,  and  other 
programs  that  empower  all  citizens,  including 
the  most  vulnerable  of  society;  and  promote 
economic  opportunity  and  social  and  racial 
equality; 

•  Preserve  the  environment  and  natural  resources 
for  future  generations; 

■  Advance  democracy,  civil  liberties,  and  human 
rights;  and 

■  Strengthen  international  institutions  that 
promote  cooperation,  peaceful  conflict 
resolution,  and  sustainable  economic 
development. 

True  security  arises  not  from  the  exertion  of 
military  power  and  control,  but  from  love  and  the 
lifting  up  of  our  hopes,  our  aspirations,  and  our 
common  humanity.  We  call  on  Friends  and  all 
people  of  good  will  to  help  build  a  world  in  which 
all  people  may  enjoy  such  security.  ■ 


Elections  —  2002 

Read  FCNL's  analysis  of  tiie  election  results  on 
page  2- 
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The  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON 
NATIONAL  LEGISLATION  (PCNL), 
a  Qualcer  lobby  in  the  public  interest, 
seeks  to  itdlow  tfte  leadinra  of  the  Spir¬ 
it  as  it  ^jeaks  for  itself  and  fter  like- 
minded  Friends.  Views  expressed  in 
PCNL's  Washington  Newskiter  are  mid- 
ed  by  dw  Statement  of  Legislative  IV>li- 
cy  which  is  prepared  atKl  approved  by 
FQsTL's  General  Committee.  FCNL 
includes  Friends  appointed  by  26 
Friencb' yearN  me^ings  aiui  by  seven 
odver  Friends^  organiyations  m  the 
United  States. 

Qedc  Jbattne  Rains  Warner 
Assistant  Qeifc:  Stephen  McNeil 
Executive  Secietaiy;  foe  Vjlk 

The  FCNL  Washington  Newskttrr  is 
publi^red  ten  times  a  year  (mondily, 
with  July-August  aird  November- 
December  confined  issues).  In  addi- 
ticm,  a  votiitg  reconi  is  publi^red  annu¬ 
ally  and  a  ctmgiesacauu  directory  is 
pr^ared  for  each  new  CcxigtBss. 

The  Washmgim  Newsletter  is  sent  free 
upwtn  request  and  automatically  to  cur¬ 
rent  doiKns.  Your  coniributians  are 
needed  to  support  PCNL's  lobbying 
and  education  work. 

Editor.  Florence  C  Kimball 

Contributing  ^Witers:  David  Culp,  Jen¬ 
nifer  Chapin  Harris,  Bridget  Moix,  Flo¬ 
rence  Kimball 

Large  (Mint  and  audiotape  versions  of 
the  Waskingbm  New^etter  are  available 
upon  lequ^.  Ihe  Washington  Newslet¬ 
ter  is  avadlable  in  microform  from  Uni¬ 
versity  Microfilms  International,  300 
North  Zeeb  Road,  Dept  P.R,  Ann 
Arbc«;  MI  48106. 

Reprinting  Washington  Newsletter 
Items:  We  eircouiage  our  readers  to 
ccpy  aiui  distribute  items  from  FCNL's 
Washingtm  Newsletter.  Whendc^gso, 
please  include  the  following  credit: 
"Reprinted  from  d>e  Washington 
Net^etter,  [issue  #,  mondi 
year]  published  by  dte  Friends 
Conimittee  cm  Natkmal 
Legislation.'' 

We  would  appreciate  receiving  a  copy 
with  a  brief  rwte  indicating  how/ wn^ 
the  item  was  used  and  the  approxintate 
nunfoers  of  copies  distribute 
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Elections — 2002: 


Post-election  headlines  and  reporting  have  helped  convey  an  impres¬ 
sion  that  a  substantial  majority  in  the  U.S.  now  supports  war  with 
Iraq,  global  U.S.  military  domination,  renewed  nuclear  weapons 
development  and  testing,  tax  cuts  for  the  wealthiest,  and  a  halt  to 
environmental  law  enforcement.  Is  this  true?  What  does  this  election 
mean  for  FCNL's  work  in  the  108th  Congress? 

A  modest  change  in  party  breakdown 

In  the  Senate,  the  party  breakdown  changed  by  two  seats.  In  the 
House,  the  Republicans  picked  up  six  seats.  The  changes  from  the 
107th  to  the  108th  Congress  are  summarized  in  the  following  chart. 


Party 

Senate 

107tt 

108th 

107th 

108th 

Republican 

49 

51 

223 

229 

Oemociatic 

50 

48 

210 

205 

Independent 

1 

1 

2 

1 

In  the  Senate,  only  four  seats  changed  party  hands,  with  three  shifting 
from  Democratic  to  Republican  control  and  one  going  the  opposite 
way.  Among  the  three  lost  by  the  Democrats,  one  was  Miimesota 
where  incumbent  Paul  Wellstone  was  killed  in  a  plane  crash  less  than 
two  weeks  before  d\e  election.  Another  was  Missouri  where  incum¬ 
bent  Jean  Carnahan  lost  to  Rep.  Jim  Talent  by  less  than  24,000  votes, 
about  1%  of  the  total  ballots  cast. 

In  both  houses  of  Congress,  many  contests  were  decided  by  the 
slimmest  of  margins.  In  three  of  the  33  Senate  races,  the  vote  spread 
between  the  two  top  candidates  differed  by  three  percent  or  less  of  the 
total  votes  cast.  Looking  at  the  aggregate  votes  cast  in  all  Senate  races, 
nationwide.  Republicans  garnered  less  than  3  percent  more  votes  than 
did  Democrats.  In  the  House,  there  were  19  races  decided  by  less  than 
four  percent  of  the  votes  cast. 

Low  voter  turn-out 

Another  fact  vital  to  interpreting  this  election's  outcome  is  that, 
nationwide,  only  39  percent  of  ^e  eligible  voters  (defined  as  the  vot¬ 
ing  age  population)  actually  cast  ballots.  Only  in  four  states  did  more 
than  50  percent  of  those  eligible  actually  vote.  Nationally,  more  than 
one  third  of  the  eligible  voters  are  not  even  registered. 
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No  Mandate  for  War 


The  political  course  of  the  most  powerful  nation  in 
the  world  today  is  being  determined  by  less  than 
one  quarter  of  its  voting-age  members.  This  is  not 
a  mandate  for  radical  change  in  U.S.  domestic  and 
foreign  policies,  however  much  some  may  claim 
that  it  is.  This  is  certainly  not  a  mandate  for  war. 

What  lies  ahead 

With  the  congressional  agenda  in  the  hands  of 
leaders  who  support  the  isolation  of  the  U.S.  from 
the  global  community,  a  militaristic  approach  to 
foreign  policy,  and  changes  in  domestic  budget 
and  policy  priorities  harmful  to  the  common  good, 
FCNL's  work  over  the  next  two  years  will  be  diffi¬ 
cult.  But  we  have  friends  in  Congress  on  both 
sides  of  the  aisle,  and  we  will  seek  to  make  more. 
We  will  work  widi  these  friends,  with  coalition 
partners,  and  with  you  our  constituents  to  contin¬ 
ue  to  make  a  difference. 


However,  our  work  is  not  enough.  We  need  a  new 
Congress  in  2004.  FCNL  is  non-partisan.  We  do 
not  advocate  one  party's  control  over  another's. 
Instead,  what  we  need  and  what  the  U.S.  and  the 
world  needs  is  a  Congress  comprised  of  members 
who,  regardless  of  party  affiliation,  value  peace, 
are  concerned  about  true  human  security,  and 
respect  the  envirorunent. 

The  2002  elections  left  many  feeling  overwhelmed 
and  discouraged.  But  the  solution  is  not  to  turn 
away  from  engagement  in  the  national  policymak¬ 
ing  arena.  Now,  perhaps  more  than  any  other  time 
in  U.S.  history,  we,  the  people,  must  renew  and 
strengthen  our  participation  in  the  national  policy 
arena.  We  must  dedicate  ourselves  to  working 
with  the  108th  Congress  and,  at  the  same  time, 
begin  developing  future  legislative  leaders  who 
will  represent  our  concerns  for  peace  with  justice 
in  the  109th  Congress  and  beyond.  Together,  we 
can  make  a  difference.  ■ 


Young  People  Can  Change  the  World! 


Come  to  FCNL's  annual  Young  Adult  Spring 
L(d)by  Weekend!  If  you  are  between  18  and  30 
years  old,  this  is  your  time  to  come  to  Wadiington 
to  lrf)by  your  membCTs  of  Congress  about  peace 
and  social  justice.  The  weekend's  program  will 
begin  on  Saturday,  March  29  and  conclude  ot 
Tuesday,  April  1, 20(B. 

Participate  in  biiefings  by  FCNL  lobbyists  on  cur¬ 
rent  issues  such  as  civil  liberties,  the  Iraq  situation, 
and  federal  budget  priorities.  Learn  how  to  con¬ 
duct  an  effective  lobby  visit.  Then  head  over  to 
the  House  and  Senate  offices  to  discuss  your 
issues  witii  congressional  staffers. 

One  participant  wrote  about  the  last  year's  lobby 
weekend,  "Overall  it  was  an  incredible  weekend. 
I  feel  comfortable  communicating  more  directly 
with  my  representative  than  I  did  last  week.  It 


was  simpler  and  easier  than  I  diought,  and  I 
want  to  teach  other  people  how  easy  the  process 
really  is." 

The  Young  Adult  Spring  Lobby  Weekend  is  co¬ 
sponsored  by  FCNL  and  the  William  Penn  House 
in  Washington,  DC  Registration  for  the  weekend 
is  ^0  and  includes  bed  and  breaktest  at  Perm 
House.  Additkmal  costs  include  3mur  transporta¬ 
tion  to  and  fiom  Washington,  lunches,  and  some 
dinners. 

Interested?  Know  someorre  who  might  be?  Fot 
more  informaticm  or  to  register,  please  email  die 
Young  Adult  Program  Coordinator  Jennifer 
Chapm  Harris  at  jennifer@fcnl.org  or  call  her  at 
(202)  547-6000  xl40  or  toll  fiee  at  (800)  630-1330 
xl40. 
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On  Friday,  November  8,  the  UN  Security  Council 
(UNSC)  unanimously  approved  Resolution  1441 
which  calls  for  the  resumption  of  UN  weapons 
inspections  in  Iraq  and  presses  the  Iraqi  regime  to 
comply  fully.  Iraq  accepted  the  terms  of  the 
resolution,  and,  on  November  18,  the  UN 
Monitoring,  Verification,  and  Inspections 
Commission  (UNMOVIC)  resumed  its  work. 
Altfiough  the  Bush  Administration  continues  to 
tiireaten  U.S.  military  action,  a  uruque  opportunity 
now  exists  to  disarm  Iraq  without  resort  to  war. 

Many  who  oppose  an  expanded  war  with  Iraq 
have  expressed  disappointment  with  the  UNSC 
resolution,  saying  that  other  governments  simply 
caved  in  to  the  coercive  tactics  of  the  U.S. 
government.  They  are  concerned  that  the 
resolution  contains  "hidden  triggers"  that  would 
still  permit  the  U.S.  to  take  unilateral  military 
action.  They  fear  that  the  UNSC  may  have  aided 
the  Bush  Administration  in  its  rush  to  war. 

We  take  a  different  view  of  the  situation.  The  UNSC 
resolution  does  not  provide  a  blank  check  for  war. 
On  the  contrary,  it  places  new  political  constraints  on 


Support  FCNL 

Your  gift  will  help  sustain  our  Quaker  witness 
in  Washington.  Contributicms  to  the  FCNL  Edxt- 
cation  Fimd  are  tax  deductible  and  supp<»t 
research  and  educaticmal  activities.  Contribu¬ 
tions  to  FCNL  support  lobbying  and  are  not  tax 
deductible. 

Checks  should  be  mailed  to  FCNL,  245  Second 
Street  NE,  Washingt<MV  IX,  20002. 

You  may  charge  your  donation  to  MasterCard 
or  Visa  by  calling  800-630-1330,  ext  141. 

Or,  make  a  secure  donation  online  by  going  to 
FCNUs  web  site, 

<www.fdiLorg/suprt/ indxJttm>. 

Thank  you  for  supporting  FCNL. 


UN  Inspections  Offer  an 

the  U.S.  and  has  affirmed  international  support  for 
the  peaceful  disarmament  of  Iraq  through  UN 
weapons  inspections.  The  UNMOVIC  weapons 
inspections  could,  if  given  the  chance  to  succeed, 
provide  the  Bush  Administration  with  an  opporhmi- 
ty  to  back  away  from  its  war  rhetoric. 

VJhat  is  the  significance  of 
Resolution  1441? 

Resolution  1441  has  shifted  the  Iraq  debate  in  three 
significant  ways.  First,  the  UNSC  debate  demon¬ 
strated  clearly  that  the  international  community 
opposes  the  Bush  Administration's  policy  of  regime 
change  through  war  against  Iraq.  The  resolution 
focuses  specifically  on  weapons  of  mass  destruction 
and  does  not  threaten  regime  change.  Second,  the 
resolution  opened  the  way  for  renewed  UN 
weapons  inspections  to  disarm  Iraq,  thus  creating  an 
alternative  to  war  backed  by  the  international  com¬ 
munity.  Third,  the  resolution  places  the  Iraq  issue 
back  in  the  hands  of  tiie  UNSC,  by  requiring  all 
Council  members  to  meet  again  to  consider  any  pos¬ 
sible  violations  by  Iraq,  as  reported  by  UN  weapons 
inspectors. 

Although  the  resolution  does  reflect  compromises  by 
other  UNSC  members  (notably  France  and  Russia), 
the  U.S.  also  made  significant  compromises.  Many 
troubling  provisions  from  earlier  U.S.  drafts  were 
dropped  or  softened.  The  resolution  threatens  "seri¬ 
ous  consequences"  against  Iraq  should  it  further  vio¬ 
late  the  UN's  call  for  disarmament,  but  it  does  not 
specify  military  action.  The  resolution  does  include 
a  statement  on  "material  breach"  of  UN  resolutions 
which  some  fear  die  U.S.  might  use  as  a  legal  justifi¬ 
cation  for  war.  However,  "material  breach"  is  nar¬ 
rowly  defined  as  a  combination  of  false  declarations 
by  Iraq  regarding  its  weapons  capacities  and  non- 
compliance  with  the  inspections  process. 

The  interpretation  given  to  UNSC  Resolution  1441 
as  inspections  proceed  will  shape  the  Bush  Admin¬ 
istration's  response  to  any  stumbling  blocks  in  the 
inspections  process.  The  Administration  claims 
the  resolution  enhances  the  U.S.  mandate  for  possi¬ 
ble  unilateral  military  action  against  Iraq  should 
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Alternative  to  War  Against  Iraq 


Saddam  Hussein  not  meet  reporting  requirements 
or  should  he  resist  UN  weapons  inspections.  How¬ 
ever,  all  fourteen  other  members  of  the  UNSC  have 
affirmed  that  the  resolution  is  not  a  declaration  of 
war,  but  first  and  foremost  an  expression  of  collec¬ 
tive  international  will  to  disarm  Iraq  through  UN 
weapons  inspections. 

Under  Resolution  1441,  Iraq  is  required,  by  Decem¬ 
ber  8,  to  submit  a  full  accounting  of  its  weapons 
stockpiles,  facilities,  and  capabilities.  This  will  be  the 
first  major  test  of  the  inspections  process,  and  the 
Administration  has  noted  that  incomplete  reporting 
by  Iraq  could  be  the  impetus  for  launching  a  U.S.-led 
attack.  Voices  of  restraint  and  patience  will  be  need¬ 
ed  to  ensure  an  appropriate  response  to  Iraq's 
December  report  and  to  help  die  inspections  move 
forward  with  a  real  chance  to  succeed.  Assuming 
the  U.S.  does  not  launch  a  war,  UN  weapons  inspec¬ 
tors  are  expected  to  report  their  initial  findings  to  the 
UNSC  by  January  27. 

What  about  the  no-fly  zones? 


this  issue  back  to  the  UNSC  where  it  belongs.  Grass¬ 
roots  lobbying,  coalition-building,  and  organizing  at 
die  community  level  have  compelled  the  Adminis¬ 
tration  to  take  the  approach  favored  by  the  majority 
of  people  in  the  U.S.  and  by  governments  around  ^e 
world.  The  U.S.  went  to  the  UNSC;  it  supported  the 
resumption  of  weapons  inspections;  and  it  is  abid¬ 
ing,  thus  far,  by  the  terms  of  the  UN  Charter.  But 
tiiis  story  is  only  just  beginning;  our  work  to  prevent 
war  with  Iraq  may  continue  for  months. 

Some  in  the  Bush  Administration  continue  to  claim 
diat  the  U.S.  has  the  right  to  act  unilaterally  and  that 
its  "hands  will  not  be  tied"  by  the  UN.  However, 
actions  taken  outside  Resolution  1441  will  now  carry 
an  unwelcome  political  cost  to  the  U.S.  Although 
much  will  depend  on  Iraq's  compliance  (however 
reluctant)  with  the  inspections,  the  resolution  has 
sent  a  strong  message  to  the  Iraqi  regime  that  the 
international  community  is  united  in  its  resolve  to 
disarm  Iraq  through  UN  inspections.  Equally  impor¬ 
tant,  die  Bush  Administration  has  been  engaged  in 
dus  multilateral  diplomatic  approach.  ■ 


Since  the  end  of  the  1991  Iraq  war,  die  U.S.  and  the 
UK  (and,  until  1998,  France)  have,  on  their  own  ini¬ 
tiative,  militarily  enforced  no-fly  zones  over  northern 
and  southern  Iraq.  This  has  been  justified  as  protect¬ 
ing  the  Kurds  in  the  north  and  Shiites  in  the  south 
from  attacks  by  Saddam's  regime.  Iraqi  air  defenses 
frequentiy  have  fired  at  U.S.  and  UK  aircraft  that 
have  entered  Iraqi  air  space.  In  response,  U.S.  and 
UK  planes  have  bombed  Iraqi  air  defense  installa¬ 
tions,  often  killing  or  injuring  innocent  civilians. 

Since  early  November,  military  activity  in  the  no-fly 
zones  has  increased.  The  Admmistration  claims  that 
Iraq's  response  to  the  patrols  violates  UN  resolu¬ 
tions,  however  UN  Secretary-General  Kofi  Annan 
and  member  states  disagree  and  note  that  the  no-fly 
zones  lack  UN  sanction. 

Can  anything  more  he  done 
to  prevent  a  war? 

U.S.  public  opinion  has  played  a  critical  role  in  con¬ 
straining  the  Bush  Administration  and  in  moving 


You  Can  Help 

War  is  not  inevitable.  Please  continue  to  com- 
murricate  with  your  members  of  Congress.  Ask 
them  to  contact  the  President  and  urge  him  to 
give  every  opportunity  for  die  UNMOVIC  mis¬ 
sion  to  be  cc»npleted  successfully  without  resort 
to  war  and  to  exerdse  maximum  restraint  when 
Iraq  tests  the  limits  of  international  resolve  (as  it 
likely  will).  The  President  should  be  reminded 
that  he  has  no  mandate  for  war  from  either  the 
U.S.  voters  or  die  international  community  but 
that  he  has  strong  stipport  for  leadir^  coopera¬ 
tive,  international  disarmament  efforts. 

FCNL's  latest  document  on  "Alternatives  to  War 
Against  Iraq"  can  he  found  on  FCNVs  weh  site, 
<wzmo.fcnl.org>.  Click  on  the  link  under  the  <War 
Is  Not  the  Anszver>  icon.  Then  dick  on  the  <Alter- 
native  to  War  in  Iraq>  link.  Or,  contact  FCNL  and 
request  a  copy. 
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Peaceful  Prevention  of  Violent  Conflict: 

Focus  Africa 


In  September,  FCNL  staff  participated  in  the  third 
annual  Quaker  Consultation  on  the  Peaceful 
Prevention  of  Violent  Conflict,  hosted  this  year  by 
Friends  in  Burundi.  This  year  marked  the  first 
time  that  the  emerging  network  of  Quaker  organi¬ 
zations  that  focus  on  peaceful  prevention  met  in  a 
region  of  conflict. 

Burundi  continues  to  struggle  toward  peace  fol¬ 
lowing  the  1993  ethnic  killings  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  people.  Poverty,  lack  of  education 
and  job  opportunities,  environmental  degradation, 
poor  access  to  water,  few  basic  social  services, 
political  instability,  the  AIDS  pandemic,  and  inter¬ 
mittent  fighting  between  government  and  rebel 
troops  threaten  to  overwhelm  the  valiant  efforts  of 
Friends'  peace-building  and  violent  conflict-pre¬ 
vention  efforts  in  the  region. 


The  consultation  produced  an  epistle  and  plans  for 
new  and  ongoing  collaboration  among  participants 
of  the  network.  A  regional  conference  for  Quaker 
peace  workers  in  the  African  Great  Lakes  region  is 
being  planned  for  2003,  and  another  consultation 
of  the  international  Quaker  Network  for  Conflict 
Prevention  may  take  place  in  the  region  in  2004. 

FCNL  will  work  to  bring  the  concerns,  experiences, 
and  the  light  of  Friends  in  the  African  Great  Lakes 
region  to  our  work  with  policymakers  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  DC.  Continued  and  growing  political  unrest 
in  Kenya,  in  Zimbabwe,  and  throughout  the 
African  Great  Lakes  region  underscores  the  des¬ 
perate  need  for  efforts  to  prevent  violent  conflict  in 
Africa.  As  a  consequence,  there  may  be  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  work  with  Congress  to  support  sudi  initia¬ 
tives  in  the  coming  years.  ■ 


The  full  report  from  the  2002  Quaker  Consultation  on 
the  Peaceful  Prevention  of  Violent  Conflict  is  available 
from  FCNL.  Please  contact  the  office  and  request  docu 
ment  R-02-104F. 


The  consultation  provided  opportunities  to  share  a 
wide  range  of  experiences  and  perspectives  on  the 
peaceful  prevention  of  violent  conflict.  Broad  par¬ 
ticipation  by  people  working  at  the  local  communi¬ 
ty  level  helped  to  ground  the  conversation  in  prac¬ 
tical  realities.  A  public  meeting  held  in  Burundi's 
capital,  Bujumbura,  and  attended  by  90  Burundi¬ 
ans  capped  the  conference.  Attenders  heard  about 
various  aspects  of  Quaker  peacemaking  work. 


A  Gift  Idea  That 
Shows  You  Care 


Friends  attending  the  consultation  also  had  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  hear  about  other  peacemaking  efforts  in 
the  region.  A  member  of  Burundi's  Parliament 
described  how  members  of  parliaments  from  vari¬ 
ous  nations  in  the  region  have  formed  a  network 
that  views  peaceful  prevention  issues  through  a 
regional  policy  lens.  A  day  trip  to  Uvira  in  the 
Democratic  Republic  of  Congo  drew  attention  to  a 
peace  center  being  built  by  Friends  to  serve  the 
area  bordering  Burundi. 


Give  friends  and  relatives  a  p  mT  -C  n 
gift  diat  brings  a  mondily  B  ^ 

message  of  hq^e  and  action  B  ^ 

fora  world  at  peace,  a  just  B 
community,  and  an  earth  — ™ ^ 

restoretL  Send  them  die  monthly  FCNL  Viash 
ington  Newsletter  for  a  year  by  making  a  dona¬ 
tion  in  their  names  to  FCNL.  (TheNetosletter  is 
sent  free  upon  request.  A  donation  of  $35  or 
more  is  appreciat^I) 

Acard  will  be  sentto  thepers<Mi  informing  her 
or  him  that  the  Newsletter  will  be  coming  as  a 
gift  from  you. 
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Epistle  from  the  Third  Quaker  Consultation  on 
Peaceful  Prevention  of  Violent  Conflict 


To  Friends  Everywhere, 

Amahoro!  Greetings  of  jjeace  from  Burundi.  We, 
participants  in  the  third  annual  Quaker  Consultation 
on  Peaceful  Prevention  of  Violent  Conflict,  bring  to 
you  a  concern  for  peace  in  Africa.  We  are  grateful  to 
Burundian  Friends  for  their  warm  and  generous 
hospitality  at  this  year's  gathering.  We  come  from 
different  cultures  and  different  experiences,  repre¬ 
senting  Quaker  peacemaking  efforts  in  Burundi, 
Colombia,  Democratic  Republic  of  Congo,  Kenya, 
Norway,  Rwanda,  Sri  Lanka,  Soulh  Africa,  Switzer¬ 
land,  Uganda,  die  United  Kingdom,  and  the  United 
States.  We  share  a  common  commitment  to  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  violent  conflict  and  the  building  of  peace 
in  our  communities  and  world. 

During  our  time  together,  we  bore  witness  to  die 
effects  of  violence  and  war  on  individuals,  families, 
communities,  and  societies,  including  loss  of  human 
life;  suffering  of  children,  widows,  refugees,  and  dis¬ 
placed  persons;  destruction  of  communities  and 
social  structures,  with  the  attendant  injustices,  lack 
of  good  governance,  economic  disruption,  and 
grievous  inequities;  impairment  of  health;  environ¬ 
mental  degradation;  and  loss  of  hop)e  and  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  future.  These  conditions  are  all  too  often 
exacerbated  by  the  ready  availability  of  weapons  in 
die  aftermadi  of  war. 

We  were  blessed  by  our  time  togedier  and  recog¬ 
nized  the  hand  of  God  in  the  peace  work  we  wit¬ 
nessed  and  learned  about:  rehabilitation  of  homes, 
peace  education  initiatives,  local  development  pro¬ 
jects,  schools,  healtii  clinics,  work  witii  displaced 
persons,  community  building  activities,  peace  com¬ 
mittees,  Alternatives  to  Violence  Project  training, 
trauma  healing,  and  peace  libraries.  We  were 
inspired  by  the  personal  stories  of  those  who  have 
overcome  violence  and  forgiven  dieir  enemies  and 
of  the  relatives  of  those  murdered  bringing  bread  to 
die  murderers  in  prison.  We  were  moved  and  uplift¬ 
ed  by  the  joy  we  saw  amid  the  pain  —  the  smiles  of 
children,  die  dances  and  songs  of  peace,  the  dramat¬ 
ic  enactments  of  reconciliation  and  healing.  All 
these  activities  contribute  to  the  building  of  a  culture 
of  peace  and  deserve  die  support  of  Friends  every¬ 
where.  As  Burundians  say,  "a  real  friend  shows  up 
in  difficult  times";  so  we  are  called  to  reach  out  to 


support  Friends  and  others  caught  in  the  midst  of 
war  and  its  bitter  legacy. 

The  consultation  provided  opportunity  for  network¬ 
ing  among  African  Quaker  peaceworkers,  as  well  as 
for  those  from  elsewhere  around  the  world.  We  rec¬ 
ognize  a  shared  need  to  deepen  our  collaboration 
and  support  for  each  odier.  We  renew  our  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  value  of  each  human  life,  recognizing 
diat  our  global  society  does  not  always  value  lives 
equally  and  that  inequities  run  deep  and  continue  to 
grow.  Such  inequities  may  contribute  to  conflict  and 
war  in  the  future.  Those  of  us  from  wealthy  coun¬ 
tries  felt  deeply  the  disparities  between  our  societies 
and  those  of  most  of  the  world's  population.  But  we 
were  encouraged  and  impressed  by  the  deep  faith, 
bold  vision,  courage,  and  leadership  of  Friends  in 
Africa  working  to  prevent  violent  conflict  and  to 
rebuild  their  communities. 

We  are  heartened  that  our  concern  is  shared  by  the 
World  Council  of  Churches'  Decade  to  Overcome 
Violence  and  the  United  Nations'  concurrent  Decade 
for  Building  a  Culture  of  Peace,  and  we  recognize 
that  if  we  are  to  make  our  vision  of  just  peace  a  reali¬ 
ty  we  will  need  to  work  witii  those  of  all  faiths  and 
those  of  none.  In  witness  thereof,  we  held  a  public 
event  in  Bujumbura  to  which  government  officials, 
peacemakers,  and  press  were  invited,  explaining  the 
purpxDse  of  our  consultation  and  some  of  the  Quaker 
efforts  toward  peace  around  the  world. 

We  envision  many  possibilities  of  working 
together  and  supporting  each  other.  Recognizing 
our  limitations,  we  chose  to  work  on  a  number  of 
specific  joint  initiatives.  We  have  committed 
ourselves  to  meeting  again  and  working  together 
to  continue  to  learn  and  implement  means  of 
preventing  and  preempting  violence  in  our  lives, 
in  our  communities,  and  in  our  world. 

We  call  on  Friends  everywhere  to  join  us  in  renew¬ 
ing  our  commitment  to  our  peace  testimony  as  a  liv¬ 
ing  witness.  As  we  do  so,  we  ask  you  to  hold  all 
Friends  working  for  peace  in  Africa  in  the  Light. 

Participants  in  the  Third  Annual  Quaker 
Consultation  on  Peaceful  Prevention  of 
Violent  Conflict,  Focus  on  Africa 
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Partial  Victories  on  Nuclear  Weapons  in  Congress 


On  Wednesday,  November  13,  2002,  Congress 
completed  action  on  HR  4546,  the  defense 
(military)  authorization  bill.  This  annual  bill 
authorizes  funds  for  the  Defense  Department  and 
for  the  nuclear  weapons  portion  of  the  Energy 
Department.  Nuclear  disarmament  advocates  had 
bod\  victories  and  losses  in  the  final  bill. 

Ban  on  mini-nukes  retained.  In  1993,  Congress 
banned  the  development  of  nuclear  weapons  of 
less  than  five  kilotons,  ako  known  as  mini-nukes. 
The  House  version  of  this  year's  military 
authorization  bill  would  have  weakened  the 
Congressioiial  ban  and  allowed  research  to  begin 
on  developing  these  new  nuclear  weapons.  The 
conference  committee  dropped  this  language  in 
the  final  bill,  leaving  the  current  prohibition  on 
mini-nukes  in  place. 

Bunker  buster  funded  with  restrictions.  The 
Administration  requested  $15  million  to  begin  the 
first  year  of  a  fiuee-year  feasibility  study  on  another 
new  nuclear  warhead,  called  the  Robust  Nuclear 
Earfii  Penetrator  (RNEP),  or  bunker  buster.  The 
Senate  deleted  the  funds  in  its  version  of  the  defense 
bill.  The  final  bill  funds  the  warhead  study  with 
restrictions.  The  funds  will  not  be  released  until  30 
days  after  the  Defense  Department  re|X)rts  on  (1)  the 
military  requirements  for  the  RNEP,  (2)  the  nuclear 


weapKjns  use  policy  for  the  RNEP,  (3)  the  detailed 
categories  or  types  of  targets  that  the  RNEP  is 
designed  to  attack,  and  (4)  an  assessment  of  the 
ability  of  conventional  weapons  to  destroy  the  same 
types  of  targets  that  tire  RNEP  is  designed  to 
destroy. 

The  National  Academy  of  Sciences  will  conduct  a 
study  for  Congress  on  the  short-term  and  long¬ 
term  effects  of  using  a  nuclear  earth  penetrator  on 
the  nearby  civilian  population  and  on  U.S.  military 
personnel  who  may  carry  out  operations  in  the 
area  after  such  use.  This  outcome  will  delay  the 
beginning  of  the  feasibility  study  by  half  a  year 
and  will  throw  the  decision  on  whether  to 
continue  the  warhead  into  the  108th  Congress. 

Test  Site  readiness  remains  unchanged.  The 
House  bill  would  have  required  the  Energy 
Department's  Nevada  Test  Site  to  be  able  to 
resume  nuclear  testing  within  12  months.  The 
final  bill  simply  requires  the  Administration  to 
prepare  cost  estimates  of  being  able  to  resume 
testing  within  six,  12, 18,  and  24  months.  This  is 
an  important  partial  victory. 

These  issues  will  be  raised  and  debated  again  by 
proponents  of  new  nuclear  weapons  in  the  new 
Congress.  ■ 


